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Our declaration of
commitment to our clients

We pledge to treat you with respect,
courtesy and dignity.

We pledge to handle your case compe-
tently and diligently.

We pledge to exercise independent
professional judgment on your behalf.

We pledge to meet with you and to be
available as you need us to discuss your
case.

We pledge to return your telephone calls
promptly.

We pledge to keep you informed and
provide you with copies of important
papers related to your case.

We pledge to respect your decisions on
how to pursue your case, as permitted by
law and the rules of professional con-
duct.

We pledge to work with other partici-
pants in the legal system to make our
system more accessible and responsive.

We pledge to maintain and preserve your
client confidences.

We pledge to exhibit the highest degree of
ethical conduct.

We pledge to promote and protect your
legal rights in our judicial system.

What does the Public Defender’s Office
do?
The Public Defender’s Office employs lawyers
called assistant public defenders who are
responsible for representing people charged
with criminal offenses who cannot afford to
hire a private attorney.

How does the Public Defender’s Office get
involved on a case?
The Public Defender’s Office becomes
involved in a case only after the judge ap-
points an assistant public defender to the case.
If the court does not specifically appoint an
assistant public defender, our office has no
authority to become involved in the case.

Does the Public Defender represent
everyone accused of a crime?
No. The Public Defender’s Office represents
only those indigent defendants who are
assigned to this office by a judge.

Are Assistant Public Defenders “real”
attorneys?
Yes. The Public Defender and each of her
assistants are attorneys licensed to practice law
in the State of Florida. All attorneys working
for the office are members in good standing
with the Florida Bar.

Are the Public Defender services free?
No. The judge is required to assess each
defendant an initial fee of $40. Additionally,
the judge may determine that the Public
Defender’s Office is entitled to reasonable
attorney fees for its services, and will assess
them at the conclusion of the case.

First Appearance Court, typically occurring within 24 hours
of arrest, is where the judge reviews whether there was
probable cause for an arrest and determines pre-trial release
options.

Julianne Holt and her staff participate in events like the
Strawberry Festival Parade each year. Attending community
events allows Ms. Holt and her staff to interact with and
assist people in the community.

Annually, assistant public defenders log more than 40,000
total hours in Hillsborough County courtrooms.



UUAAssistant public defenders are attor-
neys who work for the office.  Assis-

tant public defenders are lawyers and
members of the Florida Bar.  They  represent
adults and juveniles who have been charged with
capital crimes (murder), felonies, misdemean-
ors, and criminal traffic offenses.

he Public Defender’s Office is as-
signed to nearly 80% of the criminal

cases in Hillsborough County.  Ours is
the fourth most populous in the state and has
the fifth-largest case load - an average of 63,700
cases each year.

Assistant public defenders handle more
than 800 cases each on average each year.  They
collectively file more than 4,000 motions on be-
half of our clients and try more than 1,000 cases
annually.
Our commitment to our clients ensures that
each client receives the best quality legal repre-
sentation possible.
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nder Julianne Holt, the Office of the
Public Defender enthusiastically pro-

motes community service. We recognize
the importance of community involvement and
participate in more than 50events each year. As-
sistant public defenders donate additional time
and energy to agencies such as Bay Area Legal
Services or the Teen Court program in the form
of “pro-bono” work.

In 1998, the  Florida Supreme Court ac-
knowledged Ms. Holt and her staff ’s outstand-
ing contribution to community service and pro
bono projects by presenting to the office the
Chief Justice’s Tobias Simon Law Firm Com-
mendation. In 1999, Ms. Holt received the
Hank Warren Memorial Award for her dedicated
work to the cause for human rights.

Julianne Holt andher office interact with
the community at all levels - from courtrooms
to classrooms.

A misdemeanor or criminal traffic
offense is a crime punishable by up to
twelve months incarceration in the
county jail or a $1,000 fine.

A felony offense is a crime punishable
by a possible prison  sentence.

A capital offense is a felony
punishable by a sentence of life in
prison without parole or the death
penalty.

JJ ulianne Holt was first elected as the
Hillsborough County Public Defender

in 1992. Ms. Holt has dedicated herself
to running an efficient and effective law

office. As an elected official, Ms. Holt is com-
mitted to balancing her responsibility of pro-
viding effective and efficient legal representa-
tion to clients with her overall obligation to the
citizens of the Hillsborough County commu-
nity. She has brought diversity, innovation and
leadership to the Office of the Public Defender.
In doing so, she and her staff have created an
office that is a model of excellence locally and
nationwide.

Julianne Holt was a panelist in the Department of Juvenile
Justice Forum, “Reduce Juvenile Crime - Invest in Florida’s
Youth”, during Juvenile Justice Week.  Ms. Holt believes that
educating and interacting with juveniles can help to prevent
their entry into the court system as defendants.

The Public Defender is a constitutional officer
responsible for administering the Office of the

Public Defender and acting as the lead advocate
for indigent people accused of crimes.

he office’s commitment to indigent
defense progresses beyond providing

only  legal representation.  Ms. Holt’s
philosophy and vision fostered the development
of a unique program focused on assisting clients
in becoming self-sufficientproductive members of
our community.

Recognized by local media and the National
Legal Aid and Defender Association for its initiaive
and vision, the Transitional and Restorative
Services (TRS)  program, , is designed to assist
clients in complying with court-ordered sanctions
with the ultimate objective of reducing recidivism
or reoffending. TRS provides support to clients
and their families in an effort to promote
completion of the required elements of the
imposed sentence.

As a result of Ms. Holt’s initiative, TRS has
cultivated relationships with nearly 300 area
businesses that have agreed to hire eligible
individuals.  When partnered with the right
employer, education or training, clients are
afforded a better opportunity to successfully
integrate with our community.

An Aftercare program extends services to
individuals whose cases have been closed in the
criminal justice system.  Aftercare clients receive
assistance in identifying and obtaining public
assistance, education, job training, job placement
and emotional or psychological counseling.

Determined to exceed traditional approaches
to indigent defense, this office helps juvenile and
adult offenders become productive
members of Hillsborough County
by fostering community-based
solutions through the TRS and
Aftercare programs.
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